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Two wee controversies…or perhaps not so wee?

• Scotland and the Olympics! Should there be a Scottish
Olympics Team in London 2012?
• Re-branding Scotrail September 2008 – Developing a
‘Scottish’ Rail Identity!!!
An SNP publicity exercise?

The Problem with ‘Britishness’!
• What is it?
• How is it to be defined?
• Is there a shared British culture?
• Britishness now an important focal point of political
debate & discussion in the UK
• Political concern about a declining sense of Britishness
and the possible fragmentation of the UK itself
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‘Britain is a composite nation, a patchwork of
anomalies, mistakes and inconsistencies. It has a
standing army but not a football team. It has an
anthem, a flag and a queen, but there is no patron saint
of the United Kingdom and no founding date of an
original constitution to be celebrated with even token
formality…. Its allegiances are split between opposing
camps, bound equally to Europe and the United States
by history and geography, The country that once
boasted an empire is now struggling to find a new role
for itself in a vastly unequal global order that it once
helped to shape. Welcome to modern Britain’.
(Vron Ware, 2007: 1-2)

‘Britishness is defined not on ethnic or exclusive

grounds – but through our shared values, our
history of tolerance, of openness and
internationalism, our commitment to democracy
and liberty, to civic duty and the public space.
These values, embodied in our great institutions –
such as the NHS, the BBC, The Open University –
tell a national story that is open to all citizens’.
(David Blunkett (then Labour Home Secretary),
2005: 4)

‘In my view the heart of Britishness does not lie, like
some continental traditions, in ethnic belonging or
republican obeisance. Rather it lies in a way of living
together characterised by tolerance, egalitarianism,
respect for the dignity of the individual and a powerful
tradition of dissent. Attempts to create lists of symbols
and objects that encapsulate Britishness are wide of
the mark; efforts to identify people whose behaviour
defines Britishness comes closer, because our national
identity is essentially about the way we treat each
other. In a phrase: British is as British does. It is about
what people do, not who they are’.
(Trevor Phillips, Chair, Commission for Racial Equality,
2007: 42)

We’ve been here before…..
1970s – The Break-up of Britain Thesis
Tom Nairn (1977) – The UK is an ‘ancient regime’ that
is increasingly untenable in a modern world
Context – legacies of the end of Empire, rise in militant
Irish Nationalism/Republicanism and stirrings of the
Scottish Nationalist Party!

Today - Possible Sources of Fragmentation…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Declining sense of Britishness
Re-emergence of English nationalism/the ‘little Englander’
Europeanisation/Globalisation
Migration/Immigration
Assumptions about declining cohesiveness/social order
Uncertainty about ‘the other’ (Britain long defined against the US
and Europe – less so now?)
• And…….the rise of ‘Celtic’ Nationalism – especially in Scotland!
• Devolution….and the emergence of an SNP Government in
Scotland

The Threat/Promise of Scottish Nationalism
• Consequences for the UK’s main political parties:
• New Labour – Loss of Substantial Scottish UK
Parliamentary Seats – permanent opposition for
Labour?
• Conservatives – Increasingly playing to ‘Middle
England’/Metropolitan South East Sentiments –
Scottish Largesse and Dependency on ‘English
Taxpayers’ has to end.
• Devolution – Creates a Democratic Deficit for England
– which is now ruled by Scots!
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‘Tory win likely to make more Scots vote for independence’
A QUARTER of Scots would be more likely to vote for independence if the Conservatives win
power in Westminster, a poll suggested yesterday.
The YouGov study revealed that 34 per cent are in favour of independence and 50 per cent are
against. But the same sample showed that 25 per cent would be more likely to support
independence under a Tory government.
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‘Conservative win would ‘fuel support for independence’
The independence referendum planned for 2010 is "there to be won" the SNP claimed yesterday,
after a poll showed a majority of Scots would vote in favour if they came under a Conservative
government at Westminster.
It is the first time Alex Salmond's strategy of using a Tory victory to fuel support for independence in a
referendum has been tested in this way. Asked in general how they would vote in a referendum on
Scottish independence, 34% said they would vote in favour with 50% against.
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Scotland and the ‘Arc of Prosperity’
• SNP’s vision of an independent Scotland as a vibrant,
competitive and modern economy
• Role Models –Ireland, Norway, Iceland (‘Arc of
Prosperity’ countries on the North West fringes of
Europe)
But…….
Late 2008 - From the ‘Arc of Prosperity’ to the ‘Arc of
Insolvency’?

Scottish independence: the dream that just melted away
Alex Salmond was always going to struggle to gather enough 'yes' votes
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Financial meltdown leaves nationalist vision in tatters
As the UK Treasury steps in to prop up the Scottish financial sector, arguments for independence are
devalued
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Is Scottish independence stone dead?
As Scotland’s economic outlook darkens the SNP should feel much less confident of winning the
Glenrothes by-election
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Scotland counts the cost of its financial Culloden
Edinburgh is an undemonstrative city, says Bill Jamieson, but its financial community has been
mortified by the loss of two banks that have guarded its wealth for centuries
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Banking bail-out hurts SNP's independence plan - but Salmond won't mind
So as Scotland's banks take a pummelling on the stock markets, so too do Alex Salmond's
dreams of Scottish independence. At least that's how it appears.
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Finally…Is the Union safe?
• Around 1/3 Scots support Independence
• Independence Referendum Promised for 2010 (on St
Andrews Day!)
• Brown and New Labour – Caught between rise in support
for SNP (and social democratic/old labour style policies)
and emergence of sentiments among some
voters/sections of the media & Conservative Party in
England which are anti-Scottish (or are perceived to be)
• But current financial crisis seems to have been reflected
in support for Brown – and a growing sense that Scotland
might not be able to manage on its own financially!
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