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Workshop II:
Empire and Cultural Transformations
Writing Empire: Archives, Memory,  
and Colonial Afterlives

Thursday, 18 June 2026
16:00 - 18:15 hours
Room 001 EG+
Centre for British Studies
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin  
Anton-Wilhelm-Amo-Straße 60
10117 Berlin

with

Dr Stephanie Volder
Visiting Fellow, Centre for British Studies, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

This workshop brings together three perspectives on how empires are archived, narrated, and 
reconfigured across literature, historiography, and material records.

•	 Dr Florian Kappeler examines the German-speaking reception of the Haitian Revolution 
through journals, histories, and literary texts, tracing how revolutionary knowledge 
circulated in the 19th century.

•	 Dr Riley Linebaugh explores archival formations at the end of the British Empire and their 
entanglement with decolonisation, state-building, and postcolonial struggles over historical 
authority.

•	 Dr Gianna Zocco turns to Dualla Misipo’s early postcolonial writing, reading 
autobiographical fiction alongside archival traces to probe questions of belonging, mobility, 
and historical reconstruction.

Together, the session offers a reflection on how colonial and postcolonial worlds are written 
through archives – and how those archives continue to shape the present.

Seating is limited. Registration is necessary at: events.gbz@hu-berlin.de

For last-minute changes please see our website
www.gbz.hu-berlin.de or call: (030) 2093 99040
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