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KEYNOTE LECTURE 2021/22
The Drawbacks of Political 
Stability. 
The British Case
Mon 9 May 2022
17:00 hours s.t.
Senatssaal,  Main Building 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin  
Unter den Linden 6, 10117 Berlin

Prof Dr Linda Colley, CBE, FBA, FRSL
Shelby M.C. Davis 1958 Professor of History
Princeton University

The United Kingdom at present appears to be both markedly unstable and 
acutely divided. Yet, for several centuries in the past, it enjoyed an
international reputation and nurtured a powerful domestic image of itself as 
an unusually stable state. In this lecture, Linda Colley explores some of the 
reasons for these apparent shifts over time in the light of a famous work of 
history, J.H. Plumb’s The Growth of Political Stability in England (1967). She 
also discusses the nature and gravity of Britain’s current woes, and suggests 
how they might usefully be approached, understood and addressed.

The Shelby M.C.Davis 1958 Professor of History at Princeton University,
Linda Colley was born in the UK, and is a Fellow of the British Academy. She 
is the author of seven books and holds seven honorary degrees. Her latest 
work, The Gun, the Ship and the Pen: Warfare, Constitutions and the Making of 
the Modern World came out in 2021. 

Please note: due to changing COVID-19 restrictions, the details and the
format of the events are subject to change. For the latest information see
our website www.gbz.hu-berlin.de


