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The UK has always been perceived to be a union with room for

Scotland and Wales to adjust national policy towards regional

preferences through government offices. With devolution both

countries obtained their own representative institutions and the

authority to decide upon policy by themselves. By placing the UK

in a comparative perspective, Arjan Schakel will show that

devolution is incomplete and that the countries lack in shared

rule. Once shared rule mechanisms are put in place, nationalism

and the secessionist threat will decline. 

Arjan H. Schakel is Assistant Professor at Maastricht University.

His research interests encompass the fields of federalism,

multilevel governance, regional elections and regional parties.

He is co-author of the book Measuring Regional Authority (2016).

This lecture is part of the summer 2016 series

“The Future of the UK: Between Internal and External Divisions”.
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